Mr. Henry Houze, Jr.

April 28, 1943 - December 24, 2024

Henry was born April 28. 1943 in Laurel, MS, the son of Earlene Little and
Henry Houze, Sr. After graduating from Oak Park High School in Laurel, MS
he received Bachelor of Science and Masters degrees from Alcorn State
University. Henry later attended Indiana University. While employed at Alcorn,
he held many positions. The most notable was his tenure as Director of
Alumni Affairs from 1974-1993. Toward the end of his career, Henry served as
Associate Director of Admissions. Mr. Houze was a member of Pilgrim
Missionary Baptist Church and also held memberships with ASU Alumni
Association and Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. for over 50 years. His
hobbies/interests included a love for jazz, sports, DIY, and the HGTV Channel.
Spending time with his grandchildren was his greatest joy.

He is preceded in death by his parents; sister, Carolyn Houze Jones, sister-in-
law, Natalie Bingham, father and mother-in-law, Arthur and Olean Bingham
and brother-in-law, Max Bingham, Sr.

His life will forever be cherished in the lives of: his wife of 55 years: Dorothy
Houze; daughters: Magella Knight (Kelvin) and Tiffany Houze-Whirl (Cortez);
brother, Stanley Prieston (Artherine); sisters-in-law: MarDeen Boykin (Dr. Carl
H.) and Lorraine Bingham; brother-in-law: Arthur Ephrain, Jr. (Etta); 5
grandchildren: Madison Knight, Kelsey Knight, Mia Knight, Brentzen Lewis
and Caden Whirl, other relatives and friends.

In lieu of flowers, the family of Henry Houze, Jr. kindly requests contributions
to be sent to Houze Endowed Scholarship Fund. Your generosity will help



continue his legacy of providing financial assistance to college students in
need. We appreciate your love and support during this difficult time. Make
checks payable to: ASU Foundation, Inc., 1000 ASU Drive #810, Alcorn State,
MS 39097-7500. On the memo line, write (HESF).

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.westgatefh.com



Cemetery Details

Sunset View Memorial Park Cemetery

1617 Martin Luther King Jr Road
Natchez, MS 39120

Previous Events

Ceremonies

JAN 3. 5:30 PM - 6:00 PM (CT)

West Gate Funeral Home (Natchez)
409 N Martin Luther King Jr Street
Natchez, MS 39120

(601) 445-2008
james@westgatefh.com
https://westgatefuneralhome.com

Visitation

JAN 3. 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

West Gate Funeral Home (Natchez)
409 N Martin Luther King Jr Street
Natchez, MS 39120

(601) 445-2008
james@westgatefh.com
https://westgatefuneralhome.com


mailto:james@westgatefh.com
https://westgatefuneralhome.com/
mailto:james@westgatefh.com
https://westgatefuneralhome.com/

Celebration Of Life

JAN 3. 6:30 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

West Gate Funeral Home (Natchez)
409 N Martin Luther King Jr Street
Natchez, MS 39120

(601) 445-2008
james@westgatefh.com
https://westgatefuneralhome.com

Funeral

JAN 4. 11:00 AM (CT)

PilgrimMissionary Baptist Church
117 Pilgrim Blvd
Natchez, MS 39120

Burial

JAN 4 (CT)

Sunset View Memorial Park Cemetery
1617 Martin Luther King Jr Road
Natchez, MS 39120


mailto:james@westgatefh.com
https://westgatefuneralhome.com/

Tribute Wall

Dorothy Fleming Scott lit a candle in memory |

of Mr. Henry Houze, Jr.

Dorothy Fleming Scott - June 06, 2025 at 03:25 PM

My condolences to the family! Mr. Houze was one great guy to the
Alcornite family.

Dorothy Fleming Scott - June 06, 2025 at 03:27 PM

My prayers and condolences are with Mr. Houze’s family, he was
loved by many eager students at Alcorn Sate. One quote is “you
make your dreams come true never give up”. And | did not.
Matary Madkins-McWilliams

Matary - January 08, 2025 at 03:40 PM

Our sincere and heartfelt condolences to the ]
Houze family. May God keep you strong

during this difficult time. J, |
{Calvin & Aquetta Butler} u

Aquetta Butler - January 04, 2025 at 12:09 PM



Joyce Lewis lit a candle in memory of Mr. |
Henry Houze, Jr.

Joyce Lewis - January 04, 2025 at 01:20 AM

Magagie sent a virtual gift in memory of Mr.
Henry Houze, Jr.

Maggie - January 04, 2025 at 12:07 AM

My Condolences & Prayers Are With The Family JA A A

Maggie - January 04, 2025 at 12:10 AM

Mr. Henry was a loyal customer and friend when | owned Just 4 You
Monograms & Gifts. | am saddened to learn of his passing. He
loved his fraternity, Alcorn and his friends and family. Although |
haven’t seen him in a few years, | always enjoyed catching up with
him on occasion. | am thankful for his friendship and my
condolences and prayers are with his family & friends. Susan Smith

Susan Smith - January 03, 2025 at 10:55 PM



Debbie T. Miss ASU 78-79 purchased the Simply
Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of Mr. Henry
Houze, Jr..

Debbie T. Miss ASU 78-79 - January 03, 2025 at 03:15 PM

Helen Wyatt lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Henry Houze, Jr.

AW N

Helen Wyatt - January 03, 2025 at 11:53 AM

Shirley Mazique lit a candle in memory of Mr. I

Henry Houze, Jr.

Shirley Mazique - January 03, 2025 at 10:03 AM

A great mentor to all. He touched many lives and will be greatly
missed. My condolences and prayers to his family

Cassandra Scott - January 03, 2025 at 08:56 AM

My condolences to Mrs. House and the family. He was a sweet man, |
use to work with him at Alcorn, | was a student working in the Alumni
Affairs Office. He was very kind to me. | will miss him.

Linda Williams - January 03, 2025 at 10:27 AM
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Brother Houze was my fraternity brother, t
advisor and mentor. The knowledge he

bestowed upon me and countless other men I
of Kappa Alpha Psi is unmeasurable. He was “
a true Alcorn and Kappa Icon. Rest Easy

Brother Houze.

Herman Scales - January 03, 2025 at 06:02 AM

Mary Earl Day lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Henry Houze, Jr.

W

Mary Earl Day - January 03, 2025 at 02:25 AM
You have my deepest condolences, Houze one of my Kappa
brother.

Mary Earl Day - January 03, 2025 at 02:24 AM

Marie Johnson lit a candle in memory of Mr. |

Henry Houze, Jr.
AW N

Marie Johnson - January 02, 2025 at 10:46 PM



Sending my condolences and prayers to the Houze family. Mr
Houze was not only a fraternity brother but a father figure as well.
He always looked out for me since | was freshman at Alcorn.
Everytime he saw me, he would tell me that he loved me and how
proud he was of me. | will cherish those memories forever. RiH
Bro.Houze.

Ronald Foster - January 02, 2025 at 09:49 PM

The Edney family mourns the loss with the Houze family. Our
condolences go out to each of you. The Alcorn family has so many
wonderful memories of his dedicated service. Thanks for sharing him
with us.

Lillian Clark Ednry - January 03, 2025 at 07:22 AM
Rosa King Wilson lit a candle in memory of !
Mr. Henry Houze, Jr.
Rosa King Wilson - January 02, 2025 at 09:24 PM

My prayers and my deepest condolences go's
out to Mrs Houze and family | send a virtual gift
in Mr Henry Houze Jr

Yvonne Bell - January 02, 2025 at 07:03 PM



Mary G LeBlanc lit a candle in memory of Mr. 1
Henry Houze, Jr.

Mary G LeBlanc - January 02, 2025 at 06:22 PM

Prayers and Condolences to the Family 1

Robert & Laura Smith - January 02, 2025 at 05:14 PM

Debra Conner lit a candle in memory of Mr. 1
Henry Houze, Jr.

Debra Conner - January 02, 2025 at 03:42 PM

My Heartfelt Condolences To Mrs. Houze and Her Family 8

Debra Conner - January 02, 2025 at 03:44 PM



ASU Gamma Pi Chapter Fall '81 Line purchased
the Lily and Rose Tribute Spray for the family of
Mr. Henry Houze, Jr..

ASU Gamma Pi Chapter Fall '81 Line - January 01, 2025 at
10:11 PM

ASU Gamma Pi Chapter Fall '81 Line planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mr. Henry Houze, Jr..

ASU Gamma Pi Chapter Fall '81 Line - January 01, 2025 at 10:11 PM
Mr. Houze was always a joy to be around, I'll miss him, if you ever
saw him dance back in the day, you'd say, he's smooth. Over the
years he's given me some truly good things to think about. We'll
miss you, and especially around Super Bowl, our first one coming

up without you.

Lavada Miller-Hill - January 01, 2025 at 07:41 PM

Carsetha Johnson lit a candle in memory of ]

Mr. Henry Houze, Jr.

Carsetha Johnson - January 01, 2025 at 02:43 AM
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Well | knew Mr. Houze from Mrs. Houze who was my director when
| was a Ramselle. He would be around but | never had a
conversation with him but just hello. The last 2-3 years | had a
chance to really know who he was. On Sunday the Kappa would
hold their Sunday meetings at the Magnolia Bluffs Hotel. When he
would come, parked on the side entrance of the building. He would
call the hotel number to see if | was in there to tell me to open the
side door for him to enter. We would always sit down to watch the
football game until the meeting would start. He would talk bad about
my Saints. That was my Sunday football friend. He love his wife,
kids, and grandkids. He was always cracking jokes. He will truly be
missed. May God cover the HOUZE family during these difficult
days ahead. {P*

Sharlotte Dotson-Smith - December 31, 2024 at 08:03 PM

It was a pleasure to know Mr. Houze during ]
my time working at Alcorn. | will always

remember his kindness, encouraging words, |

and how he lit up when he talked about his “
family. My prayers are with you all during this

difficult time.

Erica Shumpert-Johnson - December 31, 2024 at 05:07 PM



Uncle Houze .. Aunt Dot.. and Tiff were my |
family while attending Nursing School.. the

support and generosity shown to me will _
always be appreciated... Uncle Houze just \A
had a way of encouraging me and It made

everything ALRIGHT!!! | will remember you and cherish those LIFE
TALKS always... Family you will continue to me be in my thoughts

and prayers JoJh

Tomeaca Hollimon Saffold - December 31, 2024 at 04:07 PM

Dr. David R. Maxwell, Chairman purchased the S
entiments of Serenity Spray for the family of Mr.
Henry Houze, Jr..

Dr. David R. Maxwell, Chairman - December 31, 2024 at 03:56
PM

Gamma Pi, Fall 1987 purchased the Care and Co
mpassion Spray for the family of Mr. Henry
Houze, Jr..

Gamma Pi, Fall 1987 - December 31, 2024 at 10:44 AM
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As I reflect on the time shared within The Bond, | am filled with
gratitude for the joy and brotherhood Brother Houze brought into my
life and the lives of so many others. His kindness, wisdom, and
unshakable spirit left an enduring legacy on all who had the
privilege to know him. Wherever he was, he filled the room.

To Henry's family and my Brothers of Kappa Alpha Psi, may you
find comfort in the warmth of cherished memories and the support
of those who care for you. My thoughts are with you, and | pray that
peace and strength will sustain you in the days to come.

"We'll long for thee and toil until we reach the Golden Shore." -
Kappa Hymn

Marshall D. Banks

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.
Vicksburg Alumni Chapter
Gamma Pi Initiate (Fall 1987)

Marshall D. Banks - December 31, 2024 at 10:10 AM

Cathy J. Matthews Smith lit a candle in !

memory of Mr. Henry Houze, Jr.

Cathy J. Matthews Smith - December 31, 2024 at 09:24 AM



Mr Houze, Junior as we called him was a big ]
brother to me growing up on Mississippi

avenue. He was always helpful and |
kindhearted. My condolences to his wife and u
family. He will truly be missed.

Angela Harris Carter - December 31, 2024 at 01:14 AM

Cedric And LaVonne Smith lit a candle in l'

memory of Mr. Henry Houze, Jr.

Cedric and LaVonne Smith - December 30, 2024 at 11:28 PM

Mr. Houze will always be remembered as a great family friend and
Alcorn Alum. Cedric Smith and LaVonne Hester-Smith

Cedric and LaVonne Smith - December 30, 2024 at 11:29 PM

Prayers for Mrs. Houze, Magella Knight and ]
family from Jilletta and Micah

Jilletta Gill - December 30, 2024 at 09:51 PM



Dorothy Matthews lit a candle in memory of t
Mr. Henry Houze, Jr.

Dorothy Matthews - December 30, 2024 at 08:41 PM

Juanita Bell lit a candle in memory of Mr. |
Henry Houze, Jr.

Juanita Bell - December 30, 2024 at 04:54 PM

Class of 1961, Oak Park High, Laurel,MS
purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for
the family of Mr. Henry Houze, Jr..

Class of 1961, Oak Park High, Laurel,MS - December 30, 2024
at 03:13 PM


https://www.westgatefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Dot, we want you to know that our thoughts ]
and prayers are with you and your family at

this difficult time. We cannot attend the .
service, but we will be with you in spirit. We “
will keep praying A A\ for you without

ceasing, and Henry will remain in our hearts * always.

Melvin and Jessie Arnold

Jessie Arnold - December 30, 2024 at 02:14 PM

Mr. Henry Houze was such an inspiration to many. Met him my
freshman year at Alcorn in 1972. Rest in Heaven "Daddio”

Andre V Young - December 30, 2024 at 11:19 PM

4011196644233368 purchased the Sentiments of
Serenity Spray for the family of Mr. Henry Houze,
Jr..

4011196644233368 - December 29, 2024 at 11:35 PM

There are know words | can use to express my grief in the loss of a
friendship that has been ongoing for 75 years. | will miss my
childhood friend and neighbor. | am sorry | can't be in Natchez to
help celebrate his Homecoming with family and friends. | give you a
loving reminder that you are in my thoughts and prayers. Lessie
Mae Jones Tanson

Lessie Tanson - December 29, 2024 at 11:25 PM
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Ruthie Washington lit a candle in memory of ]

Mr. Henry Houze, Jr.

Ruthie Washington - December 29, 2024 at 05:30 PM



Educator...

Mystic...

Community Volunteer...
Philanthropist...
Thought Leader...
Change Agent...
Visionary...
Philomath...
Futurist...
Renaissance Man...
Husband...

Father...

A Lover of his God...

These are just some of the labels that describe this man who has
experienced an incredible life journey. As Michael Jackson aptly
suggested in one of his great songs, he is “...gone too soon”.

I met Mr. Henry Houze sometime shortly after | landed on Alcorn'’s
campus as a freshman in the Fall of 1971. To put it mildly, he
changed my life. Frankly, he touched and changed a LOT of lives.
Houze made you believe that you mattered and that you could
aspire to anything. In fact, if you didn't dream, he would dream for
you until that magical moment happened when you finally discoved
yourself.

He reflected perfectly the vision and soul of Alcorn and did his part
in nurturing that special something inside of us that God gave each
of us uniquely...we just didn't know it at the time.

Even after | left Alcorn, | felt compelled to try to stay in tough with
him, simply because he was a true example of that higher type of
humanity | was aspiring to be.

This one hurts, but I rejoice in the firm belief that if there is ANYONE
who has a seat in heaven it is Henry Houze. He 'planted trees'



underneath which shade he will never sit.

| am so grateful God allowed our paths crossed. Thank you, Houze
Family, for sharing him with the world.

PEACE

Douglas R. Bender - December 29, 2024 at 12:38 PM

Condolences to the Houze family. Mr. Houze ]
loved Alcorn, as a student, alum, and

recruiter. He will be missed. | I

Steve Luse and Family - December 29, 2024 at 11:45 AM

I will be forever grateful to Mr. Houze for recruiting me for Alcorn A.
& M. College in 1967. | was a work-study student in The Office of
Public Relations for three years, reporting directly to Mr. Houze.
Thank you Mr. House. To Dot and the Houze family, you have our
deepest sympathy. Lee and Emma Allen

Lemore and Emma Allen - December 29, 2024 at 11:45 AM
The Edney deeply mourns with the family at this time. The Edney
and Alcorn families have lasting memories of Mr. Houze.

Lillian Clark Edney and Sons - December 29, 2024 at 10:46 AM



Gamma Pi will forever cherish Brother Houze’s memory. As every
Nupe who knew him knows, Our beloved fraternity Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity Incorporated lost a solid brother who exemplified the
meaning of being a good “Kappa Man.” Until we meet again on
those eternal shores, rest in peace good brother! A A AV @ @

Oliver W. Johnson lll - December 28, 2024 at 07:32 PM

Prayers of comfort and strength to Soror Dorothy Houze, my NYSP
dance teacher and my former student, Soror Tiffany Houze, may
God give each of you strength in the days ahead. Mr. Houze left a
strong deep legacy and he will be truly missed.

Soror Gwendolyn Lucas-Gordon - December 28, 2024 at 08:34 AM
Mr. Henry House was a man with a big heart. His love for the
students, staff and administration at Alcorn State University will
resonate in our minds and souls FOREVER. He was a great man.
Rest in peace my fellow Alcornite Q<

Pup - December 28, 2024 at 12:50 AM
Condolences to the family. He was a very friendly person all the

time.

Brenda Walker - December 28, 2024 at 12:24 AM



We are so sorry for your loss and we want |
you to know that we are here to support you

as your heart takes time to heal. .
Mary Moore Thomas and Family “

Mary Moore Thomas - December 27, 2024 at 03:56 PM

Houze loved and liked Alcorn. His many strolls across the green,
beneath the giant oak trees, smelling an inhaling the clean air and
consuming the water and milk as a student and staff was
inspirational to and for him. Fortunately, for the ASU family Houze
transformed his inspiration and love for ASU into; every student,
potential student, staff and alumni that his path crossed. In
summary, Houze's walk of life and works for ASU produced an
abundance of resources for Alcorn and the Alcorn family.

With love and gratitude we offer thanks to the Houze family for
sharing him with us.

Commissioner Willie Simmons '1968'

Willie Simmons - December 27, 2024 at 03:21 PM

HOUZE you and John shared many adventures together! You were of
the few people who called me by my nickname “wife”! If | heard that |
knew you were around somewhere! Your dedication to Alcorn is
immeasurable!

Jo Ella Walls - December 28, 2024 at 02:04 PM



Elizabeth Dunham lit a candle in memory of t
Mr. Henry Houze, Jr.

Elizabeth Dunham - December 27, 2024 at 03:17 PM

He was a kind and generous man who loved t
his family and friends, his fraternity, Alcorn
State University, and the Natchez Alumni
Chapter. As a leader in each of these entities,
he led with integrity and wisdom. We wiill truly
miss him! Q0 Angela and Ronnie Brooks

Angela Brooks - December 27, 2024 at 03:09 PM

Bobby Shaw lit a candle in memory of Mr. 1
Henry Houze, Jr.

Bobby Shaw - December 27, 2024 at 03:06 PM



This is a difficult post to make Mr.Houze was Alcorn State university, he
had a way of making you believe you could accomplish anything you
put your mind too. My first encounter with Mr Houze came after a
baseball game at Alcorn | didn't know who he was or that he was at the
game,when he saw me later on campus he was full of praise and |
never forgot that, after that we became friends and looked forward to
our conversation about baseball and life. Then | a chance to work with
Mrs. House. He will truly be missed and all who were fortunate enough
to know him ,knew a man of true character. Mrs.Houze thanks for
sharing him with us ,Mr Houze you were truly a credit to Alcorn State
University and to humanity. God Bless the Houze family.

Bobby Hill - January 01, 2025 at 12:10 AM

Jason Jones lit a candle in memory of Mr. |
Henry Houze, Jr.

Jason Jones - December 27, 2024 at 11:58 AM

To our special friend, you were the greatest Alcornite!!I) @

Jo Ella Walls - December 27, 2024 at 11:22 AM

Lamar M Cooper lit a candle in memory of Mr. "
Henry Houze, Jr.

Lamar M Cooper - December 27, 2024 at 07:39 AM



Mr. Houze was a very dear friend who hired me at Alcorn as the
Campus DJ and was very instrumental in correcting a financial mistake
within an hour to keep me at Alcorn. | WILL NEVER EVER FORGET
THIS !

| enjoyed our conversations and his smile. Houze was real and
definitely had a very kind heart. | will miss you my friend but you are
with the Almighty now

May God bless and surround the family with comfort and peace.
Sincerely,

Lamar Cooper formerly (Vicksburg, MS)

Eden Prairie, MN

Lamar M Cooper - December 27, 2024 at 07:47 AM

My Condolences to the Houze Family }\, ]

Kathy Malone-Wells - December 27, 2024 at 12:51 AM

Brother Henry Houze, a dyed in wool Kappa Man! Your legacy will
live on through ALL of your sons of the Gamma Pi Chapter of
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. May the family come to know
comfort and peace in the days ahead is our prayer. We thank God
for the life of Brother Houze, and thank the family for sharing him
with us over all of these years.

Respectfully,
Brother David R. Maxwell

Chairman- Gamma Pi Alumni Association

COL (Dr) David Maxwell - December 26, 2024 at 09:09 PM



Barbara Winston lit a candle in memory of Mr. 1
Henry Houze, Jr.

Barbara Winston - December 26, 2024 at 12:47 PM

Dorothy Matthews lit a candle in memory of t
Mr. Henry Houze, Jr.

Dorothy Matthews - December 26, 2024 at 12:41 PM

Mrs. Houze, my girl scout Tiffany and the Houze family have my
sincere condolences. May God bless you with peace of mind doing
this difficult time. Berna, Cristi and Jarrod Ford.

Berna F Ford - December 26, 2024 at 12:33 AM

MARY ANN JACKSON lit a candle in memory )

of Mr. Henry Houze, Jr.
i

MARY ANN JACKSON - December 25, 2024 at 11:45 PM



Jessie Dorsey lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Henry Houze, Jr.

Jessie Dorsey - December 25, 2024 at 10:30 PM

Our Heartfelt Condolence To The Houze
Family. Izola Taylor, Bertha Noble and Lillian
C Noble

W

IZOLA TAYLOR - December 25, 2024 at 05:31 PM

My condolences to the Houze family.
Brenda Jarvis

Brenda Jarvis - December 25, 2024 at 04:54 PM

Such a beautiful spirit. Prayers go to Mrs.
Houze and family. He was truly an amazing
person to be around and work with. Comfort to
his family.

Zelda Argue - December 25, 2024 at 03:11 PM



Georgia Green lit a candle in memory of Mr. |

Henry Houze, Jr.
'u

Georgia Green - December 24, 2024 at 09:49 PM

The West Gate Family extends our Heartfelt Sympathy to the Houze
Family.

Mr. Houze, will be greatly missed but his warmth, kindness, and
gentle spirit will be remembered forever.

West Gate Funeral Home - December 24, 2024 at 06:51 PM

West Gate Funeral Home lit a candle in "

memory of Mr. Henry Houze, Jr.
'u

West Gate Funeral Home - December 24, 2024 at 06:48 PM

The Houze Family;| remember him for the smile. In life,he toiled in
helping others,never seeking rest for himself...But, now he has,must

and is at peace.
"Great opportunities to help others seldom come, but small ones

surround us daily ".
-Sally Koch

Johnny F.& Joyce Harper - December 31, 2024 at 07:46 PM



We are deeply saddened to hear of the transition of our friend, Mr.
Henry Houze, Jr. He loved Alcorn State University, fellow Alcornites
and his beloved Kappa Alpha PSI Fraternity, Inc. Our earliest memory
of Mr. Houze was his fraternal line crossing at the former Alcorn A & M
College, Lorman, Mississippi. It was a short probate line and he was
giving the marching his ALL (very sweaty)). Later, after graduation, we
enjoyed conversations with him at Mid-Winter ASUNAA Conferences.
May GOD bestow abundant comfort and strength to his family and
friends. // Rev. Robert E. (Bob) Cole and Sister Jewell Hutchins Cole - -
A PHI A/ AKA - LOVE

Robert E Cole - January 02, 2025 at 12:03 PM



